Pyogenic liver abscess caused by direct invasion of esophageal squamous cell carcinoma to the liver: report of a case.
We report a case of esophageal squamous cell carcinoma (ESCC) directly invading the liver and causing a pyogenic liver abscess. The patient was a 66-year-old man who presented with dysphagia. Esophagography, endoscopic study, and computed tomography (CT) showed a mass lesion in the lower third of the esophagus. A high fever developed on hospital day 17 and another CT scan revealed a liver abscess, 50 × 45 mm, in the left lateral lobe of the liver. Although imaging demonstrated a liver abscess continuous with the tumor, we performed percutaneous transhepatic drainage, followed thereafter by distal esophagectomy and total gastrectomy with a left lateral segmental resection of the liver. The pathological findings confirmed a diagnosis of ESCC with direct invasion (T4N1M0, stage IVa in the TNM classification). The patient had an uneventful postoperative recovery. Microscopic examination of the resected specimen revealed the expansive growth of tumor cells into the hepatocellular tissues. To our knowledge, this is the first report of the direct invasion of esophageal cancer to the liver causing a pyogenic liver abscess; however, it should be borne in mind when a patient with esophageal cancer becomes febrile.